
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 37: verses 1-11.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  We begin a new series today, “Joseph.” Scripture reveals for God 

to work through your life, he must first work in your life. 

 Our Fathers Word,       (Ge 37:1-11) 

Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the 

account of Jacob.  Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with 

his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives, and he 

brought their father a bad report about them. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than 

any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made 

a richly ornamented robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to 

him. 5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all 

the more. 6 He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves 

of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your 

sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it." 8 His brothers said to him, 

"Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all 

the more because of his dream and what he had said. 9 Then he had another 

dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and 

this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me." 10 When 

he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, "What is 

this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and 

bow down to the ground before you?" 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his 

father kept the matter in mind.       This is the word of God for the People of God. 



This morning we begin a new series about the life of Joseph, an ordinary young man 

chosen by God, set aside by God,  transformed by God for the fulfilling His purpose.  

Joseph’s story is a story that has everything in it, including political intrigue, sibling 

rivalry, love and hate, jealousy and compassion, lust and ambition, heroism and 

pity.  The reference to Jacob’s genealogy indicates that the story of Joseph unfolds 

from within the story of Jacob’s family.  Indeed, Jacob himself remains a central 

character in this story until his death and burial at the end.  Of course, Joseph is the 

Hero, but as we will see God is the main character as well as the director.  

One of the things that is clearly evident in this story is that God was 

constantly at work in Joseph’s heart, through Joseph’s life as well as the world 

around him.  Joseph was destined for greatness because God’s hand was upon him, 

leading, guiding, and protecting him.  God chose him to become the prime minister 

of Egypt, and to lead a group of people through a desperate time of famine and 

difficulty.  Even though there are many different twists and turns to this story, it’s 

very easy to see how God worked everything out according to His timetable and 

according to His will. That fact alone should help us to realize that even though our 

lives are sometimes turned upside down and filled with all kinds of different 

challenges, God really does love and care about us and wants what is best for us. 

It is vital that we identify an important truth revealed through this story, a 

truth that still applies to you and me.  Before Joseph could be used by God, before 

he could be risen up to become prime minister of Egypt, before God can work 

through your life he must work in your heart.  Before God can work through you 

He must work in you.  



 Before God works through your life in this world, He must work in your 

heart.  God must work in your heart before he can work through you.    

Joseph is introduced as a 17 year-old teenager, and shepherd, helping four 

older brothers.  He first acts as an interpreter, a key role he will play in the story; 

he brings a criticism back to his father Jacob.  Joseph evidently has a relationship 

with his father that the others do not have.  Without a doubt Joseph was Jacob’s 

favorite son, and everybody knew it.  This suggests that Joseph becomes the chosen 

son. 

Friends, I don’t know about you, but something we all secretly desire deep 

down inside our soul from time to time, is to be chosen.  We all want to be chosen.  

Whether it’s being chosen for a sports team, a job we are applying for, a raise, or 

even being chosen as the new supervisor in our workplace, whatever the case may 

be, we all desire to be chosen.  The great news is that we are chosen.  We are His 

chosen people.  Before this world was created, our Father in Heaven, chose us. We 

were predestined to be used by God in this world for His purpose. 

I can remember when I was in elementary school, when our class went out 

for recess to play games, or when we went to gym class, there was always this time 

of choosing our team mates.  I was a fairly small child so it was often that I found 

myself amongst the last to be chosen, and I was usually doing a dance to the 

captains, “pick me, pick me!”  I may have been the smallest on the team, not the 

best player, but I knew that I had a skill, an ability, or the raw talent necessary to 

help our team win, but the difficulty I had was my stature, and I couldn’t change 

that. I had the passion, I had the heart. 



What we are going to see in the life of Joseph over the next several weeks in 

this series is that vital truth mentioned a moment ago.  Before God works through 

you, He must work in your heart. 

As we get into the story, we get a glimpse of what kind of young man Joseph 

was in verse 2. It seems that Joseph was tending his father’s sheep along with his 

brothers. But something happened. Maybe his brothers were picking on him, or 

perhaps they were shirking their responsibilities and making him do all the work. 

We aren’t told exactly what the circumstances were all we know is that when 

Joseph got back home he gave his father a bad report about his brothers. 

Do you get the picture? Joseph was a spoiled brat, and a tattle tale. He just 

couldn’t wait to get home and tell Jacob what his brothers had done.  So, we have 

this atmosphere of sibling rivalry going on, and the fact well known by the brothers 

that Joseph was the chosen son.  His chosen status was fostered by Jacob himself, 

as scripture tells us he “loves” Joseph more than his older children.   

Joseph’s age wasn’t a problem in itself, it takes public form, specifically by 

Jacob esteeming him the beloved one, and through the gift of a costly ‘coat of many 

colors’, long and sleeved, perhaps with royal connotations.  Maybe it was a birthday 

present, or maybe Joseph had specifically asked his father for the robe, knowing 

that his father would give him anything that he wanted.   

When his brother’s saw Joseph wearing the beautiful robe that their father 

had given him, it became obvious that Joseph was his fathers pet, and they realized 

that Jacob loved him more than any of them.  The Bible says, they hated him, and 

couldn’t speak a kind word to him. They couldn’t stand to be around him, much 

less talk to him, or listen to him talk about his crazy dreams.  



In reality they simply refused to give Joseph the time of day. Communication 

breaks down.  The stage is set for deep family conflict.  In a few short sentences, 

the story has sketched out an unusually complex world of fateful family conflict, 

relations, and emotions:  youth versus old age, family social hierarchy, rivalry, 

betrayal, obsessive love, ill-considered gifts of passion, hatred, shunning.  The 

balance with which this system is presented leaves no heroes and no villains.  

Joseph suffered from a problem.  This problem is the same problem we suffer 

from. It’s called sin.  It’s called the woundedness that we all take away from our 

family life no matter how determined our parent’s effort is to do the right thing and 

raise us within the best of their abilities.  No matter how good they are, no matter 

how they seek to raise us, to parent us, all of them, leave us wounded to some 

degree or another.  They all leave us hurt, because they are fallible.  Even at their 

best, they are not perfect. Mistakes are made, hurtful words are said, difficult life 

situations happen that must be traveled through, that will leave us wounded.  

The wounding that Joseph experienced was called favoritism.  He was 

experiencing suffering from being his father’s favorite.  There wasn’t any doubt 

about it Joseph was the apple of his father’s eye.  Jacob knew how it felt to be 

overlooked. His own father, Isaac, had preferred his brother Esau over him. Yet, 

Jacob was making the same mistake, he was also playing favorites.  So it’s easy to 

see how this is no accident that this sin gets passed down, and down, from one 

generation to the next.  

 

 



The fact that Joseph had always been a dreamer didn’t help matters any. One 

day Joseph said, "Listen to my latest dream. We were gathering wheat in the field 

when suddenly my bundle stood up and all of your bundles of wheat formed a circle 

around mine and bowed down to it." His brothers didn’t have to be rocket scientists 

to get the point. "What!" they shouted, "You mean to tell us that you are going to 

rule over us." This just made them hate him all the more.  

I’m not sure why but for some reason Joseph just didn’t know when to keep 

his mouth shut. You would think after hearing how they responded to the first 

dream he would have kept the other dream to himself, but He didn’t. He said, "I 

saw the sun, the moon, and eleven stars prostrate before me." That was even too 

much for his father Jacob to take. He said, "You mean to tell us, that your mother 

and I, and your brothers are going to bow down before you?" Remember that, 

because it will be very important later in the story. 

Verse 11, says that they were Jealous of Joseph, and I think most of us here 

can understand why. After all, he was Jacob’s favorite son. The chosen son. None 

of them would ever be able to say or do anything good enough to make them equal 

to Joseph in their father’s eyes. 

Some of us at this point might begin to think, with all the growing hostility 

towards Joseph, the jealousy, his older brothers becoming adversaries hating and 

dominating him, the sin, the pain, who would want to be chosen?   If suffering is 

the result what’s the point of being chosen?  There are so many. In so much as 

Joseph was chosen by Jacob, Christians are God’s chosen people.  So you too are 

chosen.   



Your life, your relationships, your ministries, your Christian experience is all under 

God’s grace and as His chosen people you have been appointed to eternal life if you 

but only have faith.  We will see through the story of Joseph how having God’s favor 

as His chosen vessel will bring blessings and miracles, and purpose for God’s use. 

Peter said to the “elect exiles” – that is, to Christians -- “You are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession” (1 Peter 

2:9). 

He meant it as an enormous encouragement for the Christians who were a 

tiny, persecuted minority in a vast sea of unbelief and growing hostility. The 

adversaries may seem powerful and numerous and dangerous and dominant. But 

look again. You are God’s chosen ones: “a people for his own possession.” O dear 

suffering Christians, Peter would say, do you feel what that means? Revel in being 

God’s chosen ones! There are so many reasons! 

Your faith is not the basis of God’s choosing you, but the result of it.  This 

means that your faith is a wonder — more wonderful than any of the seven 

wonders of the world. Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 

15:16).  If you have come to Jesus, the wonder is that you already belonged to the 

Father, and the Father gave you to Jesus. You were not chosen because you came; 

you came because you were chosen. That’s what Jesus said: “All that the Father 

gives me will come to me. . . . Yours they were, and you gave them to me” (John 

6:37; 17:6). 

If you have believed on Jesus, the wonder is that you were first appointed to 

eternal life. You weren’t appointed because you believed; you believed because 

you were appointed.  



When the Gentiles heard that the gospel actually included them, “they began 

rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to 

eternal life believed” (Acts 13:48). 

Revel in the wonder that you are a Christian because God chose you to be 

one. Your roots, like Josephs, as a child of God, are in eternity — in the infinite mind 

and heart of God. Your faith, and all its fruits, are God’s eternal gift.  

Therefore, the basis of God choosing you is not in you, but in grace.  Take 

God’s Old Testament people Israel, for example. Why did God set his favor on Israel 

above all the peoples of the earth? What was the basis of God’s calling them “my 

chosen” (Isaiah 45:4)? Here’s Moses’s answer:  

The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 

possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not 

because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love 

on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the 

Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers. (Deuteronomy 

7:6–8)  

This is amazing: “The Lord set his love on you and chose you . . . because the 

Lord loves you.” He loves you because he loves you! That’s the deepest, and 

ultimate, basis of God’s choosing Israel.  

Paul underlines the wonder. Why was Jacob, the father of the nation of 

Israel, chosen over his twin brother Esau? Paul answers, “Though they were not yet 

born, and had done nothing either good or bad — in order that God’s purpose to 

choose might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls — their 

mother was told, ‘The older will serve the younger’” (Romans 9:11–12). 



And the principle holds today. Paul would say, “So too at the present time 

there is a remnant, chosen by grace” (Romans 11:5). So it is with every true 

Christian. Behind our believing — behind our coming to Jesus — is grace alone. 

There is no ground for our being chosen beneath the all-wise and incomprehensible 

love of God. Oh, the vastness of the repercussions of this unfathomable truth! 

Being chosen by God is designed to secure for us the sweetness of humility. 

The more we consider being chosen, the more the wonder of it grows. And Paul 

tells us to consider it. The reason he wants us to think about being chosen (Do you? 

— With joy?) is that it will make us humble. Here’s the passage that makes this 

point. He starts by telling us to consider our “calling,” because this calling — from 

death to life — is the way we actually experience in time the choice he made in 

eternity. Then he mentions three times our being chosen. (1 Corinthians 1:26–29) 

Consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 

the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 

even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being 

might boast in the presence of God.  

Do you see the point? God is free to choose who will become Christians. And 

in his freedom, he explodes all worldly expectations of who is “special.” Just when 

we think we may have him figured out in his choosing, we see he has gone another 

way. Paul doesn’t leave us to guess what the point is. It is this: “so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God.” God’s choosing is designed to remove 

our boasting. 



Any group, or any person, who boasts that there is something in them that 

justifies God’s choosing them, has not experienced what the choosing is for. It is for 

the annihilation of self as the basis of God’s favor. We did nothing — absolutely 

nothing — to qualify for being chosen.  

Revel in this. You carry no burden to measure up to the merit that qualified 

you for being chosen. There is no such thing. 

Being chosen by God means being destined for everlasting, all-satisfying 

praise of the infinitely beautiful God.  The wonder is that the ultimate aim of being 

chosen is the ultimate joy of being satisfied. And the wonder deepens as we realize 

that we human beings were designed to find our fullest satisfaction not in front of 

a mirror, but in front of God. We were made to be mirrors, not see mirrors. Mirrors 

with eyes. And the joy of seeing all-satisfying Beauty was meant to find its 

consummation in the reflection of that beauty to God, and man in praise.  

This is what Paul says in Ephesians 1:4–6. God “chose us” and “predestined 

us . . . to the praise of the glory of his grace.” And in case we missed it, he says in 

verse 12, “ . . . to the praise of his glory.” And again in verse 14, “ . . . to the praise 

of his glory.” We get the joy of admiration. He gets the glory of exaltation.  Revel in 

the wonder that you were chosen in eternity past for the endless joy of praise in 

eternity future. 

Being chosen by God means that God will use all necessary means to bring 

you to this eternal glory.  The wonder of being chosen includes the wonder that 

God has chosen means to bring us home. Glory is not immediate and not automatic. 

 



We do not travel from new birth to new earth without the trials of a traveler. 

And if God had not chosen for us to be helped by many fellow travelers, we would 

not make it. That’s why Paul says, “Therefore I endure everything for the sake of 

the chosen ones, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with 

eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10). 

Paul himself was a God-chosen means of saving the chosen ones. So are you. 

You are one. And you need others. For God’s chosen ones, the means are 

necessary, and they are certain. For God has chosen them as surely as he has 

chosen you.  Revel in the wonder that you must fight your way to heaven, and God 

will see to it that you win. 

Finally, being chosen by God means he will gather us when he comes, and 

give us justice.  The wonder of vindication is coming. It may be that in this life the 

chosen ones were treated just like Jesus — a stone which the builders rejected. But 

in God’s sight that stone was “chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4, 6). And that very 

stone became the cornerstone of the kingdom of God (1 Peter 2:6–8). He rose from 

the dead. There was a glorious vindication. 

So it will be with all God’s chosen ones. “He will send out his angels with a 

loud trumpet call, and they will gather his chosen ones from the four winds, from 

one end of heaven to the other” (Matthew 24:31). 

Finally, it will come true: “Will not God give justice to his chosen ones, who 

cry to him day and night?” (Luke 18:7). Yes, he will. And everything hidden will 

come to light. 

Revel in this promise. You may feel like a rejected stone for now. But when 

he comes, he will make you a pillar in the temple of God (Revelation 3:12). He will 



triumph over every enemy of your soul and you will reign with him — you, the 

chosen ones. “For he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called 

and chosen and faithful” (Revelation 17:14). 

But what of the problem of sin?  Josephs problem, and ours.  The problem of 

separation, of division, the sin that comes between us and our holy God.  The 

woundedness, and the pain?  There’s no doubt about it, before God can work 

through you, he must work in your heart. 

Jesus had to come.  As many times as he has to come, he will come so that 

he can minister to you and to me.  He had to come to lay down his life to solve the 

sin problem.  To solve the problem that you and I have, and that is separation from 

a holy God, separation in a desperate condition.  Jesus was the only acceptable 

sacrifice because of His perfection, but he carried that woundedness too.   

Be sure to hear this.  Mary and Joseph, Jesus’ mom and dad, Joseph 

disappears.  It’s not certain what ever happened to him.  Jesus goes about his 

business and he is teaching in the synagogue, and his mother scolds him.  

Woundedness. There was the woundedness from his own people, including you 

and me, we put him on that cross.   

It’s out of that woundedness that you and I minister, if and only if we allow 

God to work in our heart first.  So the problem is sin, but I want you to understand  

the purpose.  So many of us will stop at the problem, we won’t go beyond that.  We 

have such a difficult time getting beyond the countless struggles.  But we must.  

Because if you get stuck there then the sin takes reign over your very being, and 

then you become bitter, and resentful, and angry.  No healing will occur.   



However, if you look at it from God’s purpose – over the next few weeks we 

are going to see through a 17 year old boy, who was eventually sold into slavery, 

was risen to power as prime minister of Egypt, and yet he was falsely accused and 

imprisoned.  He suffered so many hardships and difficulties.  Why?  Because God 

had a purpose.  God had to work in his heart before he could raise him up as prime 

minister.  So that he would rule in a just manner.   

I’m not going to stand up here and tell you that some of the things that 

happen to people are right, because I know they are not.  I’m not going to tell you 

that the injustices of the world are God’s will, because they are not.  But what I will 

tell you, and implore you all is to remember Romans 8:28, “God works through all 

things for the greater glory of good according to the purposes of those who love 

Him.” 

We have a choice.  We can remain in that wounded state, or choose to allow 

God to transform that woundedness for His purpose and for His glory.  We all have 

that choice each and every day.  We have that choice to wallow in our own sorrow, 

or we can simply turn to our God and say, “you know God I don’t really understand 

this, but praise be to God, take it and use it, teach me through it,  may you receive 

all the honor and glory because of it.  When you decide to do that, you will begin 

to live the purpose filled life that God has for you in this world.  Because when God 

works in you heart, then and only then can he work through you in this life.   

Jesus was driven out into the wilderness for forty days.  God had to work in 

His heart.  He had to submit fully to God the Father.  Jesus had to be broken beyond.  

In the garden of Gethsemane, He sweated drops of blood because he had to allow 

God to work in his life so that he could fully use him.    



We serve a savior that understands exactly what we go through.  The choice 

is ours.  Remain in the woundedness, or to allow God to transform our wounds for 

His purpose.  God can take anything and restore it, and he wants to do that.  Won’t 

you just let him.  Transform your woundedness, into the beautiful purpose that God 

has for you.  Chose to allow God to work in your heart, so that He can work through 

your life in this world.  The comparison is night and day.  God has a plan, and he 

wants to use you.  At times it can feel like we haven’t been chosen.  Know that God 

has chosen us for something far greater than we could ever understand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heavenly Father, 

We love you Lord, and we bless you.  For you, the God of all ages  

have been a dwelling place for us from one generation to the next. 

Thank you for sending Jesus, our great physician, into our hearts, 

to heal our woundedness, and transform our lives into lives of love. 

Help us to let go of the troubles of this world, to forgive those who have hurt us, 

        so that we may fulfill your purpose we have each been uniquely designed for. 

We know that your love is brought to perfection in us, when we love each other, 

by your grace may our desire and our willingness to serve you,  

be stirred up by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our heart. 

Thank you for chosing us Lord, to be there to help our fellow travelers on their  

 Journey into our appointment of eternal life with you in heaven. 

May all that we do please you, so that we will bring you all the praise,  

 All the honor, and all the glory. 

 

Amen. 

 


