
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 41: verses 1-45.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series “Joseph.” Scripture reveals that keeping 

faith in Gods will and timing, we will be rewarded, and there will always be hope.  

God has a plan. 

Our Fathers Word        Genesis 41:1-45 

When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by 

the Nile,  when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they 

grazed among the reeds.  After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up 

out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. And the cows that were 

ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.  

He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy 

and good, were growing on a single stalk. After them, seven other heads of grain 

sprouted — thin and scorched by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed 

up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream.  

In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and 

wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them 

for him.  

Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, "Today I am reminded of my 

shortcomings. Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me 

and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. Each of us had a dream 

the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. Now a young Hebrew 

was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, 

and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream. 



And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my 

position, and the other man was hanged."  

So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. 

When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.  Pharaoh 

said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said 

of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it."  "I cannot do it," Joseph 

replied to Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires."  

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "In my dream I was standing on the bank of the 

Nile, when out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they 

grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows came up — scrawny and 

very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. The 

lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. But even after they 

ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as 

before. Then I woke up.  

"In my dreams I also saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a 

single stalk. After them, seven other heads sprouted — withered and thin and 

scorched by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good 

heads. I told this to the magicians, but none could explain it to me."  

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. 

God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good cows are 

seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the 

same dream. The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, 

and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are 

seven years of famine.  



"It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to 

do.  Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but 

seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be 

forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. The abundance in the land will not 

be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. The reason 

the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly 

decided by God, and God will do it soon.  

"And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in 

charge of the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to 

take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. They 

should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the 

grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. This food 

should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of 

famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the 

famine."  

The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials.  So Pharaoh asked 

them, "Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?"  Then 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one 

so discerning and wise as you.  You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my 

people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be 

greater than you."  

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of 

Egypt." Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph's 

finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 



He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and men shouted before 

him, "Make way!" Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.  

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one 

will lift hand or foot in all Egypt." Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah 

and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And 

Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.  
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Joseph has endured an ordeal that has lasted some thirteen years.  An ordeal 

of betrayal, slavery, misrepresentation, defeat, and finally prison.  An ordeal that 

could have potentially crushed his trust, and faith in God.  All of this, even though 

he is an innocent man; and there is apparently no deliverance.  Or so he may have 

believed.  The thoughts of the psalmists in psalm 13 must have come to Joseph’s 

mind.   

How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? 

How long will You hide Your face from me?  

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart daily? 

How long will my enemy be exalted over me?  

Consider and hear me, O Lord my God; 

Enlighten my eyes, Lest I sleep the sleep of death;  

Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed against him"; 

Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.  

But I have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.  

I will sing to the Lord, Because He has dealt bountifully with me.  

These words embody the mood that must have been plaguing Joseph’s 

heart.  We can only imagine the turmoil eating away at his soul.  Grueling pain, hour 

after hour, day upon day, week upon week, year upon year passed and there 

seemed to be no hope of ever seeing his family again.  No hope of getting out of 

slavery.  No hope of getting out of prison.  It was a most discouraging time for him.  

We must remember that there is always hope with God.  As we will see in Joseph’s 

life.    



The writer to the Hebrews gives an answer to such a disparaging thought.  

Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 

shown toward His name.   

No, God does not forget, and God had not forgotten Joseph either.  He had 

put him right in the exact spot, for a particular occasion.  But that occasion had not 

come yet, and so Joseph is waiting for 13 years, that must have seemed endless to 

him.  But he was in the right place, he was serving God’s will, he was serving the 

Lord.  Even in prison he was diligent and the Lord blessed him.  The Lord caused 

him to prosper, even there.   

I’m sure Joseph must have been puzzled by all of this.  He didn’t have the 

answer for why this tragedy was brought upon him.  Just as we may have 

circumstances for which we have no answer.  But we must never think there is no 

answer.  There is always an answer.  God knows what he is doing. 

Now it happened at the end of two full years since the cupbearer was 

restored.  After Joseph interpreted his dream, he was forgotten, and nothing was 

mentioned to Pharaoh about him.  Pharaoh dreams disturbing dreams.  A very 

important dream, repeated in different forms. 

This dream was one of those vivid dreams that the scene is unmistakable, he 

remembers every bit of it.  Two different dreams, but they had the same kind of 

parallel form to them.  What does this mean?  Well, he wanted to know.  It came 

about that in the morning his spirit was troubled.  So, he sent and called for all the 

magicians of Egypt, and all of his wise men, and Pharaoh told them his dreams.  He 

soon discovered there was no one who could interpret them. 



 This is the first time that the word magician appears in the bible.  Here are 

these people who claim to have occult powers, the ability to foresee the future, the 

ability to interpret dreams, and so on.   

They are powerless, they have no idea what these dreams mean.  Once again 

showing us that the powers of darkness do not have the kind of knowledge that 

they boast, it’s an empty boast.  God however, does know the future and does 

know the meaning of dreams.  Joseph now, is one who is walking close to the Lord, 

and he does have that gift of interpreting dreams. 

  Finally, the cupbearer remembers his experience with Joseph, and speaks to 

Pharaoh.  Here at long last, after years, the cupbearer remembers what he 

promised Joseph, that he would tell the court about his abilities.  Now, when 

everyone else had failed, these prized magicians, these alleged wise men, who 

were totally powerless in the face of this dream.  He mentions the one who is very 

skilled at interpreting dreams, Joseph the Hebrew slave.   

 Joseph is cleaned up and brought to Pharaoh for his divinely set appointment 

with destiny.  Joseph informs Pharaoh that God will give him a favorable answer 

about the dreams.  It wasn’t that Joseph was so great, it was that he served a great 

God, and Joseph is on God’s side.  God has the ability to interpret dreams, God 

knows all things, and God can give Pharaoh a suitable answer.   

 Now here is Joseph, prophesying.  He is an individual who understands 

knowledge; bringing into place exactly why these things happened.  He couldn’t tell 

at the time, but all of a sudden, he sees that he is the right man, at the right 

occasion, at the right time.  God’s plan, God’s timing.   



He is the only person that is in Egypt who has the gift to give Pharaoh a 

suitable answer, and he is not taking credit for it himself.  His God can do this, his 

God put him in this place, his God gave him the experiences he’s had, his God will 

answer Pharaoh according to His will.  He was right, but he was also a humble man.   

Pharaoh tells Joseph his dreams.    Not only does Joseph give Pharaoh the 

suitable answer but he gives him a strong solution for the problem to alleviate the 

famine.  Joseph has it all figured out ahead of time and this proposal seems good 

and is well received by Pharaoh and his officials.  This is good news to everybody, 

nobody understood this ahead of time.  

Pharaoh does not know God, he is not a believer.  But he recognizes at once 

that some kind of divine spirit has empowered the Hebrew slave Joseph.  He has 

delivered a solution to the dream that is unquestionably correct, he has provided 

the solution to the problem as though it is a simple thing.  

 Pharaoh knows he needs someone with God’s divine spirit to take charge.  

Pharaoh asked them, "Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit 

of God?"  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, 

there is no one so discerning and wise as you.  You shall be in charge of my palace, 

and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will 

I be greater than you." 

Joseph is promoted!  God reveals Joseph’s purpose!  Joseph receives 

Pharaoh’s signet ring, is clothed in garments of fine linen, gets a gold necklace 

around his neck, and gets promoted to govern all the land of Egypt.  Pharaoh makes 

Joseph second in command in the whole land, second only to Pharaoh.  With the 

power of the signet ring he becomes the law of the land. 



Now isn’t this astonishing!  God had not forgotten Joseph.  God was 

grooming him for what was coming.  God knew what was coming, and Joseph had 

no idea.  When he was in Palestine, and he dreamed dreams in his father’s 

household.  Where he saw the sun and the moon and the stars bowing to him, what 

a great idea, what great authority he had.  How unbalanced he would have been if 

this had been dropped into his lap then.   

So he had a grueling training.  Thirteen years of training, through hardship, 

struggle, and defeat, in order to bring him to the place where he could receive the 

authority of a kingdom and know how to use it wisely in the fear of God.  

My friends, sometimes God deals with us that way.  We have difficult times, 

and God puts us in training.  We just assume not to be trained that way.  We just 

assume to have an easier pathway.  But no, this is the way, and we have to walk it, 

and it’s a hard pathway.  Many times, we get discouraged.  Why does it have to be 

so hard, why do these things have to happen?!    

The answer is because God knows what is coming.  God knows what you are 

going to have to face, and you will be prepared by his training.  He has given you 

the exact instruction that you need.  This is the path, and it must be this way, 

because he sees you need it.   

My friends, we must always look with the eyes of faith upon circumstances.  

We must not be discouraged by circumstances, and we must not be puffed up by 

circumstances.  God organizes all these things, and he is doing it for the benefit of 

his people.  All things work together for good to those who love God.  We all know 

that’s in the bible, we tend to forget it sometimes.  



In good times we remember, but in the hard times, the “all things” that are 

the difficult things, we don’t like to contemplate that.  That too is God’s will.  That 

too prepares us for serving God, for accomplishing His will.  Equipping us with 

experience that we can share with others who may also be in need.  This is what he 

was doing for Joseph.   

Now Joseph is ready.  Thirteen years of rigorous discipline and he is ready to 

rule Egypt.  Not harshly, but fairly.  There’s Potiphar, under his command now.  Do 

you think he is going to be harsh, evil or mean spirited towards him?  No, he’s not 

that way.  He’s a changed person.  He knows that everything that happened is God’s 

will.  Potiphar was an instrument in God’s hand.  Even though he had not had a 

pleasant time in his house,  he was not going to pay him back.  That’s the way that 

Joseph was, fair and honorable, careful in his dealings with people.  Why? Because 

God trained him that way, so he would be that way.   

That’s important for all of us to recognize.  We do not have just the ability to 

do whatever we want.  We are under submission to the providential direction of 

God, and when we have opportunities of service we must recognize that as divinely 

ordained.  We can step forward through those doorways by his grace and serve as 

we should because God has prepared us for this.  

This very church has gone through this.  Years of preparation for us to wind 

up here in this sanctuary.  Years of preparation to enable us to have God’s vision to 

grow his kingdom by making disciples and baptizing in Jesus’s name.  Years of 

preparation to be supporting missionaries around the world through our tithes and 

through UMCOR, United Methodist Committee on Relief. These are not accidents.  

This is the preparing hand of God.   



Step by step we must walk according to his will, and face the responsibilities, 

and serve as God has enabled us as his training continues.  He is preparing us for 

more service in the future.  If the Lord tarries then Pemberville United Methodist 

Church has more to do.  We must listen to his training and follow his pathway, and 

walk humbly in those steps he marks out before us.  All of this is in the plan of God. 

Now, what happens to Joseph?  Pharaoh names him  Zaphenath-Paneah, 

which is an Egyptian phrase, it is not Hebrew.  It means “the one who furnishes the 

sustenance of the land” and that is Josephs job.  He is the one who provides for, 

and furnishes the sustenance of the entire land of Egypt.  He will organize the 

feeding for Egypt.  God’s purpose for Joseph has been revealed. 

Pharaoh gives him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his 

wife.  Asenath is a very distinguished Egyptian name.  There were very powerful 

women, queens with this name long before Joseph came along and He is married 

into a family that is part of the power structure of Egypt.  He is a very powerful 

figure in Egypt now, part of a very powerful family.  God arranged all of that.  It was 

the hand of God, not Josephs manipulation, he couldn’t do a thing and he knew it.  

So now, he acts properly.   

At the age of 30, Joseph had aged beyond his years after all he had suffered.  

Now he was able to fare the authority and the rule, and rule wisely in Egypt.  The 

whole nation was going to benefit from the training that God had given him, and 

he goes forth to do what God has commissioned him to do.  

 Why did God allow Joseph to go through so much suffering?  Why didn’t he 

just remove him from all the pain and difficulties of life?  Why does God allow us 

to go through suffering? 



The answer is the same. In our pain and suffering, we must… learn to depend 

on God. We must… learn to stay focused on God and not situations of life.  I know 

some of you have been waiting a long time for answers to some of your deepest 

questions for God- 

I don’t know why some get answers quicker than others.  I know that God 

works in our lives for our good.  He gets no enjoyment in our suffering but delights 

when we fulfill our purpose.  He gets honor and glory when we learn from our trials 

and are able to move on and help someone else be victorious. 

There are so many people that believe that if they only got a break, there life 

would change.  If only they had that family, if only they had more money, if only 

they had a better education.  People are always looking at other people with 

jealousy and envy. 

We don’t know what happened to people to get them to where they are. 

Most of us would be surprised at the story they could tell, because we only see the 

end result.  Most want to take short cuts.  Most want what others have and don’t 

want to work for it. 

Several years ago, they did a study called “Cradles of Eminence.”  They 

examined the backgrounds of 300 highly successful people.  They discovered that 

¾ of them came from broken homes, raised by parents that at some point rejected 

them.  74 out of the 85 writers of fiction and drama, and 16 of the 20 poets looked 

at, experienced abusive drama, and parents screaming at them abusively.  Twenty-

five percent of them had handicaps such as blindness, deafness, or dysfunctional 

limbs. 



They were suggesting that their experiences influenced the people that they 

became.  Adversity made them who they were and what they accomplished in life. 

Yeah if you talk to Joseph during those hard times, he would tell you that he 

felt like God had abandoned him, and his faith was weak but he knew it was all he 

could hold unto in those rough and dark times.  Thirteen chapters of trials and 

suffering and the words of encouragement from the Lord was…the Lord was with 

Joseph! 

No matter what he was going through, the Lord was with him- he never did 

it alone and even though he had to go through it, the Lord always showed him 

favor, even to his enemies, even while he was in prison, even while he was waiting 

on God to change his circumstance. 

On the darkest nights when there seems to be no hope- God can change your 

world!  God can change your circumstance.  God can answer that long-awaited 

prayer!  God can reveal your purpose! 

Despite his circumstance and despite his trials and problems- Joseph’s  

relationship with God was rock solid.  God was with him and it showed. It showed 

in his actions and his character. It was the foundation that his life was built upon. It 

was not built on the circumstance- that is temporary. 

The most precious thing that you need to hold unto or get back is your 

relationship with God. He is the rudder of our ship and He makes us be battle ready 

when the enemy comes a knocking. 

 



When you are going through good times- give God praise and don’t forget 

who gave you everything. Going through a tough time? Praise your way to victory 

and don’t forget He will never leave you nor forsake you at your darkest times. 

There is light at the end of every battle. 

We cannot even imagine the blessing that we will miss if we are only calling 

on God to help us get out of a jam instead of walking into a relationship that has us 

walking with Jesus and talking to Jesus through prayer and His written Word. 

You don’t demand trust, you earn trust. I cannot make you trust me, 

hopefully it comes as we spend time together that we learn to trust each other. 

Joseph knew he could trust God. He did not suddenly get in these situations and try 

to learn about his God. He learned he could trust his God and when he was in these 

hard times, he just lived out his faith and his relationship. 

That trust was built on having the right perspective.  Joseph’s right 

perspective of God allowed him to not only live his life, but finish strong. He 

believed God is God and had his best interest in mind.  In his darkest hour, he 

anticipated and expected God to break through and let him experience his 

presence. 

There are lessons to be learned and the only way we learn them is to go 

through trials. We make it harder on ourselves when we fight God and we rebel 

against Him. We go from lesson learned to lesson taught. Ever fight against God? 

The lesson taught gets tougher the more we resist God.  We go through things 

multiple times, or the hard way, instead of the easier way. 

We are called to live here with all the blemishes of life and walk with God 

through these times. 



We are called to be different and we are called to be an example instead of 

like everyone else.  It is easy to be the same, no one will blame you, but it is harder 

to be different. 

Joseph was different. No one would have blamed him, but he took the high 

road.  He took the road that was not willing to give up his relationship with God and 

he was not willing to jeopardize his character and his name for a moment of 

pleasure. 

He knew that he had purpose- that though he was going through hell on 

earth, he knew God had a plan for him.  Webster’s definition of purpose - “The 

reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists.” 

If you would ask God for the answer to that question, “what is my purpose” 

would it change your life? Yes, it would!  We each have a different purpose for our 

lives. But one thing in our life is certain, we should be walking with God. We should 

be allowing Him to direct our paths. We used to be occupied with our own needs. 

We used to feel sorry for ourselves and felt defeated, but now know who we are in 

Christ Jesus. 

You may have been born into adversity, but you are not going to live there. 

Your priorities have changed. You are looking for ways to see God at work in your 

life and in others. You have hope! 

 

 

 

 



Heavenly Father, 

How we thank you for the grace of our Lord Jesus, 

How we thank you for his keeping power. 

We ask that you will help us to walk with you day by day, 

Submitting to your rule, and following your pathway. 

Please forgive us for our offenses towards you, 

or harm we have caused to our brothers and sisters, 

give us grace to that end, that we may have the joy of a good conscious, 

and a right relationship with you. 

We pray that your spirit will enable us to walk humbly with you, 

To see to it that we make things right,  

and we do things that are right and honorable. 

Let us be testimonies to your grace, testimonies to your love and forgiveness 

Help us always to honor you, and to put your first in our life 

And to always walk with you. 

 

 

 


