
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be 

found in the book of Genesis, chapter 39: verses 21-23.  This can be found on page 

___ in your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series, “Joseph,” Scripture reveals that 

when we keep our faith and continue to love and abide with our Lord, His favor will 

be upon us. 

 

The Word of God          Ge 39:21-23 

 

the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes 

of the prison warden.  So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the 

prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.  The warden paid 

no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the Lord was with Joseph 

and gave him success in whatever he did.  

 

 

This is the Word of God for the People of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There is no greater privilege than to have God’s favor upon you.  Most of us 

have experienced this wonderful blessing while we continue to journey through 

life’s challenges committing ourselves to serving God.  We have to give up all notion 

of personal merit as a basis for claiming God's favor. We can and must rely on the 

character of God as a covenant-keeping God, one who keeps all His promises to His 

people. We need to be honest in expressing our fears and doubts and uncertainties 

to God, to face our own deep need of Him and Him alone for strength and provision.  

Also, we need to remember God's personal promises as one of the "whosoever" 

for whom Christ died.  Because in Jesus God has freely given all things, we can know 

that He seeks only to do us good. Because of who God is, we can abandon 

everything to Him, and rest.  This is precisely what Joseph did, and precisely what 

we should do as believers in Jesus Christ. 

Our story about Joseph now returns to Egypt, where he was appointed 

overseer in the house of Potiphar, captain of the guard in Pharaoh’s palace.  The 

Lord was with him and he became a successful man.  Isn’t it simply amazing how 

God can do that for us when we love Him and put His will before our own, when 

we are favored by God.  We are well aware at this point of the evil that Potiphar’s 

wife brought upon Joseph with her false accusations.  That fateful day when she 

caught Joseph by his garment.  He squirmed out of it and fled, leaving her holding 

it.  He lost his coat but saved his character and eventually gained a crown.  She used 

the coat as the evidence that Joseph had attempted to rape her.  Believers are 

taught to flee fornication, idolatry, and youthful lusts, and this is exactly what 

Joseph did. Better to flee than to fall.   



Without proper investigation, Joseph’s master ordered him to prison; but 

even there, Joseph was blessed by the Lord and was given a position of 

responsibility.  The fact that Joseph was not executed may indicate that Potiphar 

did not entirely believe his wife; he couldn’t help knowing her true character.  There 

is a wonderfully displayed truth in this chapter, that of Romans 8:28, “And we know 

that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose.”  God was working behind the scenes for Joseph. 

As he is doing in our lives.  Joseph resisted temptation and sought to avoid 

occasions for sin.  Despite this, his would-be seducer framed him.  And so, for a 

second time, Joseph found himself in chains.   

Under the circumstances he should have been upset.  But he was not “under 

the circumstances”; he was above them and saw God’s hand in them.  His time in 

prison was “training time for reigning time.” So, things that were meant for evil 

turned out to be for good. 

 Four times in the 39th chapter of Genesis we read that God was with Joseph.  

In the words of the Apostle Paul, if God is for us, who can be against us?  There’s a 

divine purpose at work.  That is true of all of Gods people, that God is working out 

a purpose, and that this purpose has many bends and twists.   

 Verse after verse, event after event, we have this reoccurring statement, 

“the Lord was with him.”  That means a great deal to a child of God.  In knowing 

that God has plans and purposes which are being worked out, and that he is always 

with His people.  As we have seen in Joseph’s story, this includes all circumstances, 

all ups and downs.  All the sunny days, all the sad days.  They are all woven together 

in one divine plan.   



The point of this description, “God was with him” is to show us that God’s 

presence, his favor, prospered Joseph.  He was a successful man, not only in God’s 

eyes but in the eyes of others.  God made his work to prosper.  Potiphar’s entire 

house was entrusted to Joseph.  That’s quite an achievement for a Hebrew slave!  

Wouldn’t you agree?  A Hebrew slave, not an Egyptian slave.  Being taken down 

into a foreign country, Egypt, a world leader.  Starting out as a slave, and then 

ending up in the way that he did.  God’s favor, isn’t it amazing?  God was with him. 

So that we can say by this expression, that God was there in the good times.  

Even though he was a slave, life was good.  Because this is not someone out there 

like we think of the slaves in Egypt, building the pyramids, and dying by the 10’s of 

thousands because of the exertion that the slave masters put them through. Joseph 

while he was a slave, was elevated.  Even though he was a slave, life was good.   

Have you not found it, that when things are going relatively well, and God’s 

blessings are flowing, that we can say God is with me?  In the good times, it’s easy 

to say, isn’t it?  We count our blessings, and name them one by one for what God 

has done for us.  James 1:17, Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father…  We have periods of time in which the blessings are flowing, 

we can see them right and left, we can name them in our prayers, and thank God 

for them.  So, it’s easy then to conclude, God is working in my life.  Doors are 

opening, pathways are being revealed, hurdles are being knocked down, people 

just show up offering help.  It’s an enjoyable time.   

 

 



Not too long ago, I experienced just such a time in my life.  Being faced with 

what most would consider a devastating outcome, the loss of my job.  A time where 

sorrow and self-pity should abound.  But with God present in my life, with God’s 

favor, the opposite.  Favor, provision, peace, joy and countless blessings!  God was 

in the midst of it all.  God was the director of it all, and I was His humble servant 

seeking to make my vocation my mission.   

Over a period of 88 days, I experienced what I can only describe as God 

building a company around me.  I could go on for hours describing the challenges I 

faced while I was technically “unemployed”.  The challenges that should have 

prevented the outcome I experienced.  The challenges that with God’s favor were 

overcome.  I couldn’t have forced an outcome anywhere near to what God did for 

me with His favor.  In answer to my long-standing prayers of nearly 3 years, through 

my suffering and agony and in what I can only describe as slaving in the corporate 

world, God was there, in the midst of it, it was His plan.  As a result of my faithful 

service to God, and the love I shared daily while fulfilling my work duties, God set 

me free from my prison.  He delivered me into purpose, serving Him, as one of His 

instruments of love and comfort, serving His purpose and will.   Not only in the 

formation of my company, but in calling me to serve Him here, as pastor.  Joy filled  

times, with God in the midst of it all, even in the bad times. 

Gods favor is truly an incredible thing to experience, and my prayer is that 

you will all have similar experiences in your life as you continue to love and trust 

Him though the hard times, as you continue to praise Him even in the bad times.  

Just as I did, and in our story, as Joseph did. 

 



As the story develops through the 39th chapter, things happen suddenly, and 

without warning.  As they will in our lives. But we must, as Joseph did, keep our 

faith in our loving Father, and continue to love Him despite the circumstances 

around us.  Joseph finds himself a victim, once again to forces of evil.  A victim of a 

false accusation of sexual assault by Potiphar’s wife, a sultry woman who was 

determined time after time to lure Joseph into sin.  Joseph withstood that 

temptation and this was a great offense to this woman.   

A man named William Congreve, an English playwright and poet of the 

restoration period, in 1697 penned a phrase that most of us here are familiar with.  

“Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.”  There is nothing as unpleasant as a 

woman who has been offended or whose love has not been returned.  Well here is  

a woman who has been scorned.  Who no doubt took great pride in her physical 

appearance and her attractiveness.   She could have anything that she wanted.  She 

was used to having her way.  But Joseph withstood the temptation. 

What appears to be the blessings of God flowing right and left, and God is 

with him, now then, the sad days come.  Potiphar has no recourse, remember he 

had great confidence in Joseph, but he has no recourse when his wife, who would 

have been a member in the cabinet, cried out this accusation.  He dare not ignore 

her.  If he would have done so he would have been humiliated in the eyes of his 

constituency.  He had to stand up for his wife, so he had no choice but to put him 

in prison.   

 

 



But look in verse 20, we see there that Joseph’s master took him and put him 

into a place where the kings prisoners were held.  Not just any prison, the kings 

prison, so this was a better place than the normal prison.  It was a place in which it 

was comfortable, the upper level of the prison.  Probably indicating he doubted his 

wife’s integrity.  So what now?   

When things suddenly turn dark, what are we to think then about God’s 

promises to His children.  It’s easy to conclude when the sun is shining, that God is 

with us.  Things are going well, the bills are being paid, the job is alright, the family’s 

healthy, church is doing well.  It’s easy to conclude that God is with us, but what 

about when things suddenly turn dark?  Has God then forgotten His children?  Have 

we lost His favor?  It’s one thing to reason that God is with us when things are going 

well but it’s another to conclude the same thing when things are going bad.  

That’s all that we can say about Joseph now, is that things are going bad.  

Have you ever had periods in your life when things were going well then suddenly 

they took a turn for the worst?  Things changed, the wind blew, adversity came and 

things changed in a different direction.  We read there that Joseph was in prison, 

but what does the text say?  The Lord was with him.  Take notice of that, even in 

the adversity, God was with him.  The same applies to all of Gods children, even in 

the worst of times, God is there with us. 

It’s good when you have a report from the doctor and he pronounces you 

healthy.  It’s a bad thing when he announces that you have an illness.  Some life-

threatening condition such as a tumor or a growth, or cancer, or something like 

that.  When we suddenly lose our job, or a family member is severely injured, some 

drastic life changing situation is brought upon us.  How do you respond to that?   



Do you then do a flip flop in your thinking, coming to a conclusion that 

somehow God must not be with you now?  That you have lost his favor?  Or you 

may even go further, thinking it must have been something that you have done to 

deserve this.  Retribution theology, we know the Bible definitely teaches that 

whom the Lord loves he chastens.  But it’s a great mistake when one thinks that 

every time that adversity comes into our life that it’s traceable to something that 

has occurred that is sinful or displeasing to God in our life.  So we are prone to ask, 

what have I done to deserve this?   

   Remember this is exactly what Job’s friends reasoned.  Right after the 

bottom falls out in Job’s life, his friends insist to Job it must have been something 

that he did.  There are texts of scripture that teach that God does chasten and bring 

about adversity in the life of his children.  But such a conclusion is not a necessary 

one, it’s not always correct.  We know that it’s not always correct that a bad 

situation has been brought upon us as a result of sin or a displeasing action towards 

God.  Suffering is not necessarily an indication that God is against us.  As we see 

here in Joseph’s case, we know that God was with him, his suffering began, and 

God was still with him.  He has God’s favor when He is prospering him, and he has 

Gods favor when there is adversity in his life.  Over and over again.   

It was the adversity in Joseph’s life that landed him in prison, but he was put 

into the right place at the right time when pharaoh would be losing sleep due to a 

dream.  So that he could be there to interpret pharaoh’s dream.  This is God’s favor 

and divine purpose, and He is working out all the details.  We may not have the 

answers to why bad things are happening in our lives but we can have faith in our 

God, who is a good God, and he has a divine purpose. 



So God is weaving a plan, which tends to the raising up of Joseph to the 

leadership in Egypt and the rescue of his earthly people.  The whole family of Jacob 

will be spared from the famine that is going to come into the land.  So all of that, a 

plan, God sending his family down into Egypt, then some four hundred plus years 

later bringing them out, God has the plan.  What ever your state is right now, if it’s 

a time of prosperity recognize that God is at work prospering you.  But if it is the 

adverse set of circumstances, don’t abandon God and believe that he has forsaken 

his covenant people.  For he was still with Joseph in those bad times and He remains 

with you as well. 

Don’t ever think that God has lost control of his plan and his purpose for you.  

Don’t believe that you have lost God’s favor just because things go bad.  Continue 

to love him, to seek him, to trust his divine plan and remain in his favor.  Praise God 

for that blessing.  Praise Him in the good times!  Praise Him through the bad times!  

If God is for us, who can be against us?!  God is with us!  Say that with me…  God is 

with us! Say it again… God is with us!  We have his favor.  We must assure ourselves 

through the teaching of the word in this Scripture text.  Regardless of the 

circumstances we are in at the moment, God is working out a plan and is with us, 

his favor is upon us.  He is near.   

William Cowper, an English poet and hymnodist, one of the most popular 

poets of his time, in 1774 made this statement, “God moves in a mysterious way, 

his wonders to perform, he plants his footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the 

storm.”  Gods ways are his ways, we can’t figure him out.  You must trust Him.  

That’s where we come to the bottom line, its faith.  Keep your faith in him. 

 



Genesis chapters 37-41 only tell the low and high points of Joseph's Egyptian 

slavery and imprisonment. But he spent at least 12 years there before he suddenly 

became Prime Minister. And as he sought to trust and obey God during that terribly 

lonely, desolate time, things went from bad to worse. 

Darkness had swallowed the light again. Joseph dreaded the night in this foul 

Egyptian hellhole. It was hard to fight off the relentless hopelessness as he waited 

the escape of sleep. 

Day after monotonous day passed with no sign of change. The familiar 

desperation surged hot in his chest. His youth was seeping out the cracks of his 

cage. He was pacing in his soul. Joseph wanted to scream. 

Fists to his forehead he pleaded again with God in the dark for deliverance. 

And he remembered. It was the remembering that kept his hope alive and 

bitterness at bay. 

He rehearsed the stories of God that had filled him with awe as a child. God 

had promised Great-grandfather, Abraham, a child by his barren wife. But he made 

them wait an agonizing 25 years before giving them Grandfather Isaac. And God 

had promised Grandmother Rebekah that her older twin, Uncle Esau, would serve 

the younger twin, Father Jacob. But God had mysteriously woven human deception 

and immorality into his plan to make that happen. 

Jacob's smile filled Joseph's mind. O Father. He covered his mouth to choke 

back his sobs. It had been 9 years since he last saw that dear face. Would he ever 

again? Was Father still alive? 



He felt something crawl across his leg. Leaping up, he brushed himself off. 

He shook out the mat. A shiver ran down his spine. Joseph hated spiders. 

Laying back down he remembered how Father Jacob had been caught in his 

Uncle Laban's manipulative web for 20 long years. Yet God was faithful to his word 

and eventually delivered Jacob and brought him back to the Promised Land a 

wealthy man. 

And then there were those strange dreams. They had been unusually 

powerful, unlike any others before or since. He felt ambivalent about them. They 

likely were the reason he was now in Egypt. His brothers' envy of his father's favor 

turned homicidal when he inferred that he had God's favor as well. 

Distant screams let Joseph know another fight had broken out in the 

barracks. It made him grateful for his private cell, the favor bestowed on the chief 

scribe to the warden. 

He smiled at the irony of this "favor." His brothers would love this if they 

knew. He seemed about as far away from what those dreams foretold as he could 

be. 

Yet, as foolish as it seemed right now, Joseph could not shake the deep 

conviction that God meant to bring those dreams to pass. And he could not deny 

the strange pattern he saw in God's dealings with his forebears. God made stunning 

promises and then ordained time and circumstances to work in such ways as to 

make the promises seem impossible to fulfill. And then God moved. 

The common thread Joseph traced through all the stories, the one thing God 

seemed to honor and bless more than anything else, was faith.  



Abraham trusted God's word. Isaac trusted God's word. Rebekah trusted 

God's word. Jacob trusted God's word. All of them ultimately saw God's faithfulness 

to his promises, despite circumstances and their own failings. 

Faith-fueled peace doused the anxious fire in Joseph's chest. "I trust you, my 

God he whispered." "Like my forefathers, I will wait for you. I have no idea what 

my being in an Egyptian prison has to do with your purposes. But I will keep 

honoring you here where you have placed me. Bring your word to pass as it seems 

best to you. I am yours. Use me!" 

Joseph must trust in God, when all the external circumstances might appear 

that God’s plan for his life has somehow gotten short circuited.  Trust God!  Trust 

and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in jesus but to trust and obey! 

  Only faith in God’s steadfast love for his chosen, for his own, will enable  

one to see that God is with them regardless of the external circumstances.  No 

matter how dark the path gets, there is a reason for it.  I may not know what that 

reason is, but that is not important.  What is important?  God knows.  God knows. 

So Joseph doesn’t have to have a log record given to him every morning 

when he gets up in which God is saying, “this is what’s on the agenda today.”  

Joseph doesn’t have to have that.  He only has to trust that whatever the day brings 

forth, Gods hand is involved in it, it’s His plan, his favor is with him, He will not 

forsake him.  It’s not a matter of whether you feel God is near or not.  God will 

never leave us or forsake us!  That’s the comfort in knowing that God is with us.   

 



Joy is that which takes place in the believers life that is independent of 

circumstances.  If you must interpret the degree of joy in your life based upon your 

circumstances, whether you are up or down, then you are going to be tossed to-

and-fro like a ship on a sea.  The word happiness is rooted upon the word happen.  

If you look for your happiness based upon what is happening, then when good 

things are happening then your spirit is up, and when bad things are happening 

your spirit is down.  But we are commanded to rejoice always.   So whether we are 

giving the orders as Joseph did for a while there over the prisoners, or whether we 

are lied about and made a prisoner ourselves.  Rejoice always in the Lord.      

Do you sense that today in your own Christian experience?  We should take 

this wonderful example to heart.  Gods favor is with us, it’s his plan.  We only need 

to keep our faith in God’s amazing plan.   

In the biblical account it's tempting to only see Joseph's heroic character and 

achievements. But God does not want us to miss the largely silent, desperate years 

Joseph endured. Imagine the pain of his brothers' betrayal, the separation from his 

father, the horror of slavery, the seduction and false accusation by Potiphar's wife, 

and the desperation he felt as his youth passed away in prison. 

Sometimes faithfulness to God and his word sets us on a course where 

circumstances get worse, not better. It is then that knowing God's promises and his 

ways are crucial. Faith in God's future grace for us is what sustains us in those 

desperate moments. 

We all love the fairytale ending of Joseph's story. And we should, because 

Joseph's life is a foreshadowing of a heavenly reality. God sent his Son to die and 

be raised in order to set his children "free indeed" (John 8:36).  



There is coming a day when those who are faithful, even to death (Revelation 

2:10) will hear, "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master" (Matthew 25:21). 

Our current circumstances, however dismal or successful, are not our story's 

end. They are chapters in a much larger story that really does have a happily ever 

after. 

"Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord"  -

PRAY with me. 

Heavenly Father, 

We bless you and we praise you for your amazing love and wonderful favor, 

Thank you for remaining steadfast in keeping your promises to us. 

Forgive us Lord when we have fears, doubts, and uncertainties about our lives, 

For we acknowledge that you are the great author and finisher of this world, 

And we recognize our need of you Lord, and you alone for strength and provision. 

Thank you for freely giving us all things through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

By your strength help us to remain on course to complete the tasks you have 

Called us to do, even when circumstances get worse, not better. 

Thank you for your amazing grace that sustains us in those desperate moment. 

May all that we do bring you all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. 

AMEN 



  


