
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 39: verses 1-23.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  As we continue in our series, “Joseph,” Scripture reveals that 

when we remain faithful and walk with God, with His favor upon us, God can bring 

us success and we will prosper. 

Our Fathers Word 

39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one 

of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites 

who had taken him there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered, and he 

lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the Lord was 

with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found 

favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 

household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he 

put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the 

household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on 

everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So he left in Joseph's 

care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with 

anything except the food he ate.  Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and 

after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with 

me!"  8 But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not 

concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted 

to my care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am.  

My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. 

How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?"  



10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her 

or even be with her. 11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and 

none of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, 

"Come to bed with me!" But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 

13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the 

house, 14 she called her household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this Hebrew 

has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but 

I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and 

ran out of the house."  

16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him 

this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 

But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the 

house." 19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how 

your slave treated me," he burned with anger. 20 Joseph's master took him and put 

him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. 

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him 

kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden 

put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible 

for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under 

Joseph's care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever 

he did.  

This is the word of God for the people of God 

 

 



As the work days continued to get longer and longer, with the demand on 

my time reflected in my completely filled schedule, 6 days a week, 12 plus hours a 

day, I began to feel the pressure.  I was beginning to suffer.  I started questioning 

my motive.  I challenged my logic for remaining where I was.  I searched for my 

purpose.  What was happening?  How could I possibly end up here?  Exhausted, 

stressed, and suffering through this challenging season of service?   

Where was God leading me?  Was God even there?  Was He pleased with me 

and the way I was using my time?  The questions filled my mind.   Was God testing 

me?  What was the reason for my suffering even though I chose to walk with God, 

serving His will and purpose, while employed as a pest control technician?  Through 

these challenges and the suffering though, I remained faithful.  Like myself, I’m sure 

many of you have experienced this very dilemma.   

James tells us, (James 1:2-3) “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 

trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 

steadfastness.”    As unrealistic as it sounds, one of the primary purposes of being 

shaken by suffering is to make our faith more unshakable.  Faith is like muscle 

tissue: if you stress it to the limit, it gets stronger, not weaker. That’s what James 

means here. When your faith is threatened and tested and stretched to the 

breaking point, the result is greater capacity to endure. He calls it steadfastness. 

If anyone could understand the concept of being stretched to the breaking 

point, of being stressed to the limit, it was Joseph.  He had unshakable faith.  Joseph 

was the chosen son, who continued to seek the Lord and walk faithfully with Him, 

and yet, he suffered over and over again.   



He suffered the rejection and abandonment of his family.  He suffered being 

thrown into a pit to be left for dead or to be fed to the wild animals.  He suffered 

being sold into slavery by his brothers.  All the while, his faith in God remained 

unshakable.  This strong faith, demonstrated in his story, results in God’s favor 

upon Joseph and prosperity in all that he did.  But how long could he endure?  How 

much more suffering must he experience?  How much more suffering could he 

endure.  What was this test all about?  Strengthening our Steadfastness in 

faithfulness to God, developing greater capacity to endure.  Making us rely upon 

God, not ourselves.    

 As we have been learning through this scripture passage, the source of 

Joseph’s success is revealed immediately by the words, “the Lord was with Joseph.” 

God had not abandoned him, He had not forgotten him or turned His back on him. 

Instead, He was actively involved in Joseph’s life.  Just as God is actively involved in 

our lives because we too are his chosen people, and we choose to walk faithfully, 

boldly with our heavenly Father, to rely upon Him, not ourselves.  So much can 

happen that is meant for evil, but God will use for good. 

 Joseph endures the family rejection.  He endures the pit.  He endures the 

murderous plot of his brothers, and he continues to prosper through his suffering 

even as he is sold into slavery in Egypt by the Ishmaelites.  He was sold to Potiphar, 

one of Pharaoh’s officials.  We might begin to think that if the Lord were indeed 

with Joseph, he would not have been sold into slavery.  Yet, the presence of God in 

one’s life and the extent of success is not to be measured by the absence of 

adversity, but a faithful attitude in the midst of adversity.  (repeat) 

 



Potiphar was a wise man, and quickly realized that the Lord was with Joseph 

and was blessing everything that he did. So, Potiphar made Joseph his personal 

attendant and put him in charge of his entire household. From that point on, God 

blessed Potiphar’s household because of Joseph.  Joseph was a great success.  

While some might attribute Joseph’s success in Potiphar’s household to his 

diligence at work, it was truly because the Lord caused all that he did to prosper.  

As a result, Joseph was made overseer in Potiphar’s house and the Lord’s blessing 

continued on all that he owned.   

 There are three results for the sad events described in this chapter.  First, 

Joseph will now live in slavery.  Second, Jacob is to live the next 22 years in sorrow, 

grieving his favorite son.  Third, Joseph’s brothers will continue to live in guilt, 

always seeing the sin against their brother as the source of all their woes.   

 Everything seemed to be going great for Joseph while serving Potiphar, but 

then the bottom dropped out from underneath him again. The already tragic story 

of Joseph gets worse, going from rejection to a pit to slavery and by the end of this 

chapter, into prison.  You see, Joseph was very handsome in form and appearance.  

After a while, his youthful good looks led to the repeated adulterous advances of 

Potiphar’s wife because she was very attracted to Joseph.  She tried her best to 

seduce him. Talk about being tested!  This went on day after day for quite a while, 

but each time, Joseph managed to stay away from her.   

 Joseph’s strength in refusing these advances was fueled by his loyalty to his 

master, and even more significantly, in his recognition that the Lord was indeed 

with him. 

 



Unfortunately for Joseph, one day he found himself in the house all alone 

with his master’s wife.  She grabbed him and tried to embrace him, but he was 

quick enough to get away from her, leaving her holding his coat in her hands. She 

was furious, and promised to make Joseph pay for refusing her advances. 

When Potiphar came home, she told him that Joseph had tried to rape her, 

but when she screamed, he ran out of the house, leaving his coat behind. Naturally, 

Potiphar was angry, and immediately had Joseph thrown into prison.  The suffering 

and the test continues. 

Potiphar’s wife meant it for evil, but God used it for good. 

To His credit, Joseph made the best of a bad situation. The Bible surprisingly 

reminds us once again, that God was with Joseph.   As a result, in prison, once again 

God – whose plan continued to unfold undiminished – gave him favor.  This time in 

the sight of the chief jailer of the prison who put Joseph in charge of all the other 

prisoners. Seemingly everything that Joseph attempted to do succeeded. 

All too often, suffering and adversity is considered a sign of God’s 

abandonment, or even a test.  Yet, in the life of Joseph, despite his difficulties, the 

Lord was present in his life, granting favor and success.  Plainly the story is 

establishing the providence of God in achieving God’s good purposes despite 

Joseph’s adverse circumstances.  Our God is a good God! 

 While unpopular and often unrecognized by most people, this chapter clearly 

establishes the historical principle of righteous living, specifically, that “all who 

desire to live Godly, will be persecuted” (2Tim3:12). Through such persecution, 

however, that the greatest “training in righteousness” (2Tim3:16) often occurs, as 

the believer learns what it is to truly depend on God in the process.  



We see in the current chapter, accordingly, that God is complementing 

Joseph’s faithfulness in godly living by causing him to “find favor” in the sight of key 

individuals and blessing the results of his work in a way that ultimately benefits the 

welfare of Israel, God’s covenant people.  

God loves faith so much that he will test it to the breaking point so as to keep 

it pure and strong. For example, he did this to Paul according to 2 Corinthians 1:8–

9, We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in 

Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of 

life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was 

to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 

The words “but that was to” show that there was a purpose in this extreme 

suffering: it was in order that — for the purpose that — Paul would not rely on 

himself and his resources, but on God — specifically the promised grace of God in 

raising the dead.  

God so values our wholehearted faith that he will, graciously, if necessary, 

take away everything else in the world that we might be tempted to rely on — even 

life itself. His aim is that we grow deeper and stronger in our confidence that he 

himself will be all we need.  

He wants us to be able to say with the psalmist, “Whom have I in heaven but 

you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart 

may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever”     

  


