
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which 

can be found in the book of John, Chapter 7 verses 33-39.  This can be 

found on page _____ in your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series 

“Captured by Love.”  Scripture reveals the miracle of love. 

Our Fathers Word        Jn 7:33-39  

Jn 7:33-39 

Jesus said, "I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the 

one who sent me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and 

where I am, you cannot come."  

The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go 

that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered 

among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks?  What did he mean when he 

said, 'You will look for me, but you will not find me,' and 'Where I am, 

you cannot come'?"  

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a 

loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 

believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow 

from within him."   By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed 

in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been 

given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

NIV 



Jesus’s amazing words were designed to tell us how we can know that he is 

true.  Today the issue is: Why should you care? There are many true things that just 

don’t matter. You could believe them or not believe them, and it wouldn’t make 

much difference. So why should we care if Jesus is true? What difference will it 

make if we come to him as true or not? That’s what he tells us now. 

What we should ask now is not only: Is he true? Is he real? How can I know? 

But we should also ask: Would I want him if he were true? What would it mean if I 

did come to him? What would it be like? Would it be worth it? Jesus is now 

answering those questions. 

Contained in the Gospel of John, on multiple occasions, Jesus makes it very 

plain that if you reject him as the Messiah, God’s Son, you don’t know, honor, or 

love God, or have God as your Father — regardless of your sense of religion, and 

regardless of what you say your relationship with God is.  

5:23 “Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.” 

5:42–43 “I know that you do not have the love of God within you. I have come in 

my Father’s name, and you do not receive me.” 

6:45 “Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.” 

8:19 “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 

Father also.” 

8:42 “If God were your Father, you would love me.” 

If you want to help somebody discover if he really knows God or not, present 

him with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, crucified for sinners as the only hope of the 

world.  



What they make of Him reveals whether they truly know God, or honor God, 

or love God, or have God as their Father. If they will not have Jesus as Lord and 

Savior, they do not have God as Father. 

Here in chapter seven, we discover Jesus teaching to a divided crowd.  There 

are those within this group who would have Jesus arrested.  Why? Because they 

saw him as a pretender who can’t possibly be the Messiah. Notice how they argue 

in verse 27: “But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ 

[Messiah] appears, no one will know where he comes from.”  

There was a common opinion among the people that the Messiah would 

appear suddenly, as out of nowhere. But here Jesus is, a man from Nazareth, with 

no sudden appearance, and looking nothing like a Messiah.  But others were really 

impressed with his miracles, and thought it was a very good chance that he was the 

Messiah. Verse 31: “Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, ‘When the 

Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?’” 

So, they were divided. But failing to look like the Messiah wasn’t the only 

reason they were “seeking to arrest him”, no, the greatest offense in their eyes was 

what he said about them, not about himself. Look at verses 28–29.  As Jesus taught 

in the temple he proclaimed, “You know me, and you know where I come from. But 

I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not 

know. I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 

Don’t over-look the words “him you do not know.” Jesus is accusing them, 

the most religious, the most privileged, the most well-taught people in the world, 

the people with the very oracles of God, the Jewish Scriptures; you do not know God. 



Essentially, He is saying, “this is why you want to kill me. I know God. I am 

from God. God sent me. And since you don’t know Him, you can’t recognize me.” 

This is precisely why you will not be popular in this world of ours if you speak 

the word of Christ.  The very reason the crowds wanted him arrested.  They do not 

know God.  Here, in our scripture, when the Pharisees got wind that some thought 

he just might be the Messiah, they acted: verse 32, “The Pharisees heard the crowd 

muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers 

to arrest him.” 

It is not revealed to us until later in the chapter what happened with those 

officers, but what we are told here is that Jesus responds with calm and 

authoritative words.  Verses 33–34: Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little 

longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. You will seek me and you will not 

find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 

In other words, you may try to arrest me but I will choose where I go, when I 

go, and who will follow. You can’t take me early. You won’t keep me here when I 

choose to leave. And you can’t follow me later. Your plans with me are futile. I have 

come to do my Father’s will, not yours. And it will be done. Exactly on time. And in 

the way he has designed it. 

The guards and the people apparently didn’t understand, in fact they are 

clueless, in response to His calm authority, they ask, Verse 36: “What does he mean 

by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me’?” 

The scene before us is that the crowds have been told by Jesus, that they 

don’t know God, and the Pharisees have been told that they are powerless in their 

plots. Now what? What will Jesus do? What will he say?  



The Feast of Tabernacles, that brought him up to Jerusalem in the first place, 

is almost over. There’s one more day. He is surrounded by people that want him 

arrested, and the Pharisees have sent officers to do it. 

However, the officers that the Pharisees sent return empty handed, without 

Jesus in custody. Listen to what happens: “The officers then came to the chief 

priests and Pharisees, who said to them, ‘Why did you not bring him?’ The officers 

answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!’” 

How true, no one ever spoke like this man. So what Jesus is about to do at 

this moment into the face of Pharisees and chief priests and hostile crowds and 

arresting officers is speak words that no one has ever spoken.  These words are the 

main focus of our message. Verses 37–39: 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 

"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  By this he 

meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that 

time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

There is a ceremony that is not mentioned in the Old Testament, where the 

Jews would carry water from the pool of Siloam and pour it into a silver basin by 

the altar of burnt offering for each of the first seven days of the feast of 

Tabernacles.  On the eighth day, when Christ cries out to the crowd, this was not 

done.  This made Christ’s offer of the water of eternal life even more startling. 

The Jewish people had gone through this religious observance, and yet their 

hearts were not satisfied because they had not truly understood the deep meaning 

of the feast.  



Just before they departed for their homes, on the last day, that great day of 

the feast, Jesus stood and cried out to them.  He invited them to come to Him for 

spiritual satisfaction.  Pay close attention to the words.  His invitation was offered 

to anyone.  “If anyone (anyone!) — any Pharisee, any chief priest, any officer trying 

to arrest me, any offended person — if anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 

drink.”  He is issuing a totally open-ended invitation to everyone in the sound of his 

voice, and in the sound of mine, to come to him and drink.  

How often, Jesus has stretched out His hands to you! This is one of those 

times. How many times have you heard him say this to you in your life? “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” Amazing. He is saying this to his enemies. 

And he is saying this to you. 

To “drink” here means to appropriate Christ for oneself.  It means to trust 

Him as Lord and Savior.  It means to take Him into our lives as we would take a glass 

of water into our bodies. 

But notice the condition.  The Scripture says, “If anyone thirsts.”  The only 

qualification he mentions is thirst.  “Thirst” here speaks of spiritual need.  Unless a 

person knows he is a sinner, he will never want to be saved.  Unless he realizes he 

is lost, he will never desire to be found.  Unless one is conscious of a great spiritual 

lack in his life, he will never want to go to the Lord to have that need supplied.   

The Savior invited the thirsting soul to come to Him – not to the church, not 

to the pastor, not to the waters of baptism, or the Lord’s table.  Jesus said, “Let him 

come to Me.”  No one, or nothing else will do.  His gospel was a universal gospel.  

There was no one who could not be saved, if he would simply come to Christ.  

  



 Taking a close look at this scripture reveals to us what it would mean, if we 

came to Christ.  The answer is found by looking at the thirst, the coming to drink, 

the rivers that flow from the heart, the reference to the Spirit coming after Jesus is 

glorified, and the fact that this was prophesied in Scripture. 

 There are wonderful things implied in the words “if anyone thirsts.”  First is 

that the gift of the water is free. The condition you must meet is need. “If anyone 

thirst.” That’s the condition. And the action you must take is to drink. Receive the 

gift. There is no thought here of earning or meriting. Anyone. Anyone who knows 

his own thirst is invited. 

The human soul has thirst. We know he is not talking about physical thirst. 

That’s clear. But what he is saying is that the soul has something like physical thirst. 

When you go without water your body gets thirsty. And the soul, when it goes 

without God, gets thirsty. Your body was made to live on water. Your soul was 

made to live on God. 

This is the most important thing to know about yourself. You were made to 

live on God. You have a soul, a spirit. There is a you that is more than a body. And 

that if your soul does not drink from the greatness and wisdom and power and 

goodness and justice and holiness and love of God, you will die of thirst. 

What Jesus offers is satisfying!  The aim of all biblical learning is to spread 

the gospel, the satisfying banquet, for you to eat with joy.  The aim of cooking is 

eating. The aim of digging wells and clearing springs is drinking. Everything Jesus 

came to do and teach is aimed at providing the soul with food and drink that satisfy 

forever. 



That’s what is revealed in the word “thirst.” The water is free. The soul has a 

thirst. And Jesus aims to satisfy the soul forever. 

When we do come to drink, it is Jesus that we drink.  Jesus doesn’t just have 

what our souls need; he is what our souls need. Recall from last week, John 6:35: 

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst.” He is the bread of life. He is the living water. Our 

souls were made for Jesus. The ache in our hearts is at root an ache for Jesus. This 

is how the soul lives on God. It lives on Jesus. 

The soul can drink. It can swallow. He is speaking spiritually, not materially, 

when he says, “Come to me and drink.” This drinking is not something you do with 

your mouth and your throat. You do it with your soul. You do it spiritually. You were 

made to do this. You are not a mere animal. You were made for this — coming, not 

physically, but spiritually, to Jesus, and drinking, swallowing the water for your soul 

that he is. 

This coming and drinking are what it means to believe on Jesus. Verses 37–

38: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me. . . .” 

That last phrase is another way of saying come and drink. Coming and drinking 

Jesus is what happens when we believe. It’s what believe means. 

We saw it in mirrored image of John 6:35: “I am the bread of life; whoever 

comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

Believing on Jesus is coming to him to eat and drink for our soul’s deepest 

satisfaction. 



Do away with the sad notion that saving faith — that believing on Jesus — is 

a mere decision to believe facts. No. It is a coming to him as a feast. A treasure. A 

banquet. A spring in the desert when we are dying of thirst.  

This is what the apostle John meant when he connected believing on Jesus 

and receiving Jesus in John 1:12. Believing is receiving him as water, food, and life 

for the soul. 

Jesus reveals an exciting developement that results from our belief, our 

receiving Him as our soul’s sustenance.  Verse 38: “Whoever believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Literally, it says, 

out of his belly. But the point is our inner being, call it belly, heart, soul, spirit. What 

does this mean?  This verse proves that to come to Christ and drink is the same as 

to believe on Him.  All who believe on Him will have their own needs supplied and 

will receive rivers of spiritual blessings that will flow out from them to others.  Out 

of the believers inward parts or inward life would flow streams of help to others. 

It means that when you come to Jesus to drink the living waters, you don’t 

just get a single drink, but you get spring, a fountain, a well. You get Jesus. Rivers 

of living water will flow because a River-Maker is in you. That’s the point. You will 

never have to search again for a source of satisfaction for your soul. Every river that 

needs to flow for the joy of your soul will flow from Jesus. When you come to Him, 

you get Him. And He never leaves. 

Scripture clearly states that the expression “living water” refers to the Holy 

Spirit.  Verse 39 is very important because it teaches that all who receive the Lord 

Jesus Christ also receive the Spirit of God.  In other words, it is not true, as some 

claim, that the Holy Spirit comes to indwell people sometime after their conversion.   



This verse clearly and distinctively states that all who believe on Christ 

receive the Spirit.   

  This experience of the indwelling Holy Spirit could not be enjoyed until Jesus 

had died for our sins, been raised triumphant over death, and ascended to the right 

of the Father in glory — namely, the experience of fellowship with the Holy Spirit 

of the glorified, risen Christ.  It was not until the Lord Jesus went back to heaven 

and was glorified that the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost.  From that 

moment on, every true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has been indwelt by the 

Holy Spirit.  This is what the Father gives to everyone who believes. The presence 

and power and fellowship of the Spirit of the risen and glorified Christ. 

Once Jesus was with us as an incarnate man, and now he is in us by his Spirit. 

Listen to John 14:16–17: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, 

to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you 

and will be in you.” 

And he is indeed in everyone who believes on Jesus. Remember what Paul 

said in Romans 8:9? “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him.” If you come to Christ to drink for your soul’s satisfaction, you get Christ. 

And now we see that he means: you get the Spirit — the Spirit of God and of Christ. 

Christ, as the incarnate Son of God, is in heaven. We can’t see his body now. 

We walk by faith and not by sight. But he is in us (Romans 8:10). We have the Spirit 

of the risen and glorified Christ living in us. Which means Christ is in us.  If anyone 

here is thirsty, come to Jesus, and drink. 

 



Heavenly Father, 

Thank you Father for your wonderful plan of salvation. 

For providing the eternal gift of life that only comes from Jesus. 

We come to you Lord, thirsting and hungering  

for the true satisfaction that can only come from Christ. 

Oh Jesus we believe in you, you are our water, our bread, our life. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may live in you. 

Live not just here in this life, but to live beyond the grave, 

Because our soul is immortal with you in it. 

Make us sensitive to your greatness, and your all satisfying beauty. 

May the presence and power and fellowship 

of the Spirit of the risen and glorified Christ  

flow from our hearts like a river of life,  

into the lives of all those around us. 

May you Lord, get all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. 

AMEN 

 

 


