
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 50: verses 1-26.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  This concludes our Joseph series.  Scripture reveals that a 

forgiving heart will keep us from bitterness and hatred, and help us to stay focused 

on serving God. 

Our Fathers Word        (Genesis 50:1-26) 

Joseph threw himself upon his father and wept over him and kissed him. 

Then Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. 

So the physicians embalmed him, taking a full forty days, for that was the time 

required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.  

When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh's court, 

"If I have found favor in your eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 'My 

father made me swear an oath and said, "I am about to die; bury me in the 

tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan." Now let me go up and bury my 

father; then I will return.'"  

Pharaoh said, "Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to 

do."  So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh's officials accompanied 

him — the dignitaries of his court and all the dignitaries of Egypt —  besides 

all the members of Joseph's household and his brothers and those belonging 

to his father's household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were 

left in Goshen. Chariots and horsemen also went up with him. It was a very 

large company.  



 

When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, near the Jordan, they 

lamented loudly and bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-day period 

of mourning for his father.  When the Canaanites who lived there saw the 

mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, "The Egyptians are holding 

a solemn ceremony of mourning." That is why that place near the Jordan is 

called Abel Mizraim.  

So Jacob's sons did as he had commanded them: They carried him to 

the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave in the field of Machpelah, near 

Mamre, which Abraham had bought as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, 

along with the field. After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, 

together with his brothers and all the others who had gone with him to bury 

his father.  

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 

"What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs 

we did to him?" So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these 

instructions before he died: 'This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to 

forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you 

so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 

father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  

His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We 

are your slaves," they said.  



But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  You 

intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don't be afraid. I will provide 

for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  

Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a 

hundred and ten years and saw the third generation of Ephraim's children. 

Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph's 

knees.  

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely 

come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on 

oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear 

an oath and said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry 

my bones up from this place."  

So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they 

embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.  

 

The Word of God for the people of God 

 

 

 

 



Over the past 8 weeks we have spent a lot of time with Joseph and his family. 

Today, we are bringing our study of this great man of God to a close.  In the light of 

so many difficult circumstances where Joseph experienced so much pain and 

suffering at the hands of so many people, the easy thing for him to do would be to 

harbor resentment, bitterness, and hatred in his heart.  Joseph understood what it 

meant to forgive. He understood that harboring a grudge in his heart blocks the 

love of God from working in and through his life.  Before God can work through 

your heart, He must work in your heart.  Joseph takes the path of love, forgiveness.     

        Joseph’s life has been a series of trials and tragedies. His has been a road 

marked by many valleys and few mountains.  

        We have seen the difficult life he had as a child. We have witnessed the hatred 

and cruelty of his brothers.  We have seen him working as a slave. We have seen 

him falsely accused and imprisoned. We have seen him abandoned and forgotten 

in that prison.  

        We have also seen him taken out of that prison and elevated to a position of 

prestige, power and prominence in Egypt.  Joseph was then reunited with his 

brothers. God used him to bring his brothers to a place of repentance.  Finally, he 

was reunited with his father.  

        We have seen all the highs and the lows of Joseph’s life. And through every 

valley and across every mountain, one truth held true: God Meant it For Good. 

        Even as Joseph nears the end of his life in these verses, he continues to display 

a remarkable faith in his God. It is his forgiving heart and that faith and confidence, 

that will be our focus today. 



        As I have studied and preached this series of sermons, one thing has been 

confirmed and reaffirmed in my heart and mind, and that is the truth that God is 

behind every event that occurs in our lives. There are no accidents. I prefer to say 

“there are no coincidences with God.”  There is only providence and the outworking 

of the perfect grace and will of God; exacted perfection.  

This is the clear teaching of Scripture, as we read in Isa. 46:9-11  Remember 

the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there 

is none like Me.  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 

things that are not yet done.  Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My 

pleasure,' Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man who executes My counsel, 

from a far country.  Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have 

purposed it; I will also do it.  

In Eph. 1:11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 

plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  

In Psa. 135:6 The Lord does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, 

in the seas and all their depths. 

 It is important that we see the steps Joseph takes near the end of his earthly 

life.  Steps that demonstrate his absolute confidence in the providence of God, and 

his complete forgiveness of the sin cast upon him.  These steps eliminate all doubt 

in our mind that Joseph understood, as we should understand, it was God that was 

in control of every event in his life. 

         



The steps we should take notice of are Joseph’s forgiving heart Releasing His 

Past, Remembering God’s Providence, and Resting upon God’s Promises. Let’s 

consider this text and learn the truth that God Meant It For Good. 

I.  v. 15-19 RELEASES HIS PAST 

After the death of Jacob, the brothers of Joseph were worried. They 

remember all the terrible things they did to Joseph years ago. They remember how 

they hated him. They remember how they sold him as a slave. They remember how 

they covered up his disappearance with a lie that he was dead. They remember 

these things, and many others, and they are afraid. They are sure that now that 

their father is dead, Joseph will seek revenge against them. 

        So, they come up with a plan. They sent someone to Joseph with a message. 

They want him to believe that Jacob left word for him to forgive his brothers before 

he died. When Joseph hears their words, he weeps. 

It was never in Joseph’s heart to hold their past over their heads. He had 

forgiven them for their transgressions long ago. As Joseph nears the end of his life, 

he can look back with a clear conscience. We have no record that he harmed 

anyone, and we have no record that he holds a grudge against anyone. In fact, he 

reminds his brothers that he is not in the place of God. In other words, they need 

not fear Joseph with what they have done wrong; they will eventually face a higher 

court and an infallible judge! 

As we pass through life, there will be times when we are hurt by the words 

and actions of others. It is inevitable that we will be hurt, and sometimes, we will 

be hurt deeply. We can’t help what others do to us, but we can help what we do 

with the hurts of others. 



        When the hurtful words and harsh deeds of others breaks our heart, we really 

only have two courses of action. We can be angry, hold a grudge and seek revenge. 

Or, we can forgive them and leave the matter in the hands of God. Here is the 

scriptural mandate given to us by the Lord; 

Luke 17:1-4 Jesus warns us of offenses as he said to his disciples: "Things that cause 

people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 

2 It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around 

his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 So watch yourselves.  

"If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against 

you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' 

forgive him."  

Matt. 18:21-22  Jesus steps it up a notch with the lesson to forgive, (The parable of 

the unforgiving servant) Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many 

times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22 

Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven.” 

We are instructed in Eph 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

Rom. 12:17-21 we are taught Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 

what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 

live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for 

God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On 

the contrary: 



"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In 

doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.  

One day, we will all leave this world. Are you prepared to leave it with a clean 

conscience toward others? Here is what you need to do: 

In the words of our Lord Jesus, Mt 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering 

your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 

you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 

brother; then come and offer your gift.  If you are the offending party you need to 

go to them and ask for forgiveness. Until you do, your relationship with God will 

not be all it could be. 

If you are the offended party, you need to take the matter before the Lord 

and strive to reach a place of forgiveness. You will struggle to be happy in the Lord; 

your joy will not be full; and you will not be of use to Him until you have forgiven 

those who have wronged you. It may be that you will have to confront the person 

about their sin.  As Jesus just instructed us in Luke 17:3 So watch yourselves.  "If 

your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  It may be that, with 

the help of God, you can simply forgive them. Either way, you need to deal with the 

issue before it drains the spiritual life out of you, as Heb. 12:15 illustrates,  See to 

it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause 

trouble and defile many.  

Joseph, through his forgiving heart, was able to leave with world with a clean 

conscience toward others. Will you?   

 



II.  v. 20-21  REMEMBERS GOD’S PROVIDENCE 

Joseph does not pretend that what his brothers did to him was not evil. It 

most certainly was. He knew the intent of their heart. After all, he was there when 

they betrayed him and sold him as a slave. But, Joseph saw deeper than their 

intentions.  

In spite of what they were doing, God was doing something far more 

wonderful. Yes, they sinned against Joseph, but God used their sin to accomplish 

His eternal plan. 

In one verse Joseph looks back on thirty years of trial and triumph and 

acknowledges God’s hand in every detail of his life. Joseph knows that the hatred 

and betrayal, the slavery and the imprisonment, and the loneliness and separation, 

were all part of a much bigger plan. 

God used the valleys and the victories of Joseph’s life to reach Joseph’s 

brothers; to encourage Jacob; to bring the children of Israel to Egypt; and to literally 

save the world. Surely, God did mean it for good! 

It goes without saying that God will probably won’t use the events of our 

lives to accomplish such amazing things in our own lives. It is not likely that He will 

use the trials and tragedies we face to save nations and accomplish His redemptive 

plan. However, we can be sure of one thing. As we pass through this life, we can 

count on the fact that every valley and every victory is a part of His perfect plan for 

us and that He will use them all for our good and for His glory! That is His promise, 

Rom. 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose.  



James encouraging words in 1:3  because you know that the testing of your faith 

develops perseverance. 

We would have to admit that we like the victory more than we like the valley. 

We like the good days more than we like the bad days. Here is the question that 

confronts us: are we willing to joyfully endure everything life throws at us knowing 

that God is behind it all and that He will get glory from it? Are we willing to accept 

His will, even when it goes against our will, knowing that He will develop us through 

it? That was Paul’s experience, God developing him, as he shares with us in 2 Cor. 

12:7-10, To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 

revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 

torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But 

he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  We should 

strive to make this our experience as God continues to develop us. 

When we pass through the hard places of life, it is easy to forget that God is 

in control. The next time life pulls the rug out from under you, remember that God 

is always with you, to catch you, Heb. 13:5; Matt. 28:20. Remember that He invites 

you to come to Him for comfort and consolation, Matt. 11:28; Phil. 4:6-7; 1 Pet. 

5:7; Heb. 4:15-16. Remember, no matter what takes place in life, God Meant It For 

Good! 

 

 



The third step Joseph reveals to us is found in v. 22-26   RESTS ON GOD’S PROMISE 

After a long, productive and happy life, the time came for Joseph to leave 

this world. When that time came, he made the children of Israel promise to take 

his bones with them when they come out of Egypt. Joseph is claiming a promise 

God made to his father many years before, Gen. 46:2-4 And God spoke to Israel in 

a vision at night and said, "Jacob! Jacob!"  "Here I am," he replied.  "I am God, the 

God of your father," he said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make 

you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely 

bring you back again. And Joseph's own hand will close your eyes." 

Joseph dies believing that God will visit His people one day and take them to 

a better land. 

That is the same assurance the saints have today. We are looking for a 

visitation from the Lord.  

The sad truth of our own mortality bothers many. The fact is, we are all 

leaving this world, but death is not the end! (John 5:28-29) Our departed loved 

ones, who died with their faith in Jesus, are with the Lord,  they have been raised 

from the dead in a new and improved body. (1 Cor. 15:49-57) 

Of course, we have an even greater promise than the one given to Israel. Our 

Lord is preparing a place for us, and one day, He will return to get us.  (John 14:1-

3; 1 Cor. 15:20). He may even come for us before we face death, 1 Cor. 15:51-52. 

But, even if He doesn’t and death’s icy hand places its frigid hold of us some day, 

rest in His promise that, while this body may return to the ground, the soul goes to 

rest with Him.  2 Cor. 5:8.  



So, whether we go by way of the dust or the clouds, we are winners either 

way! I can go to my grave with a promise like that, how about you? 

 Joseph left this world clinging to the great promises of a mighty God. He left 

here right with God and man through his forgiving heart. He left here with full 

assurance that God had led him every step of the way. He left here knowing that 

death was not the end, but that there was a better future down the road. 

When your time to leave here comes, and it will, how will you leave? 

Are you right with your fellow man?  Have you come to forgive as Christ has 

forgiven?  Is everything like it should be between you and the rest of God’s family? 

If there are problems, fix them today. You can and you should! 

Do you have the absolute assurance that God’s hand has been active in every 

part of your life? Or, are there some events that you can’t seem to reconcile just 

yet? Why not bring those areas of doubt and confusion to the Lord and let Him help 

you? Why not ask Him to give you peace helping you to forgive, until you reach that 

land where everything will make sense? 

Can you face your own death with confidence? Do have the assurance that 

you are saved and that you will spend eternity with the Lord in Heaven? Can you 

rest in the knowledge that He is coming to get you either in the Rapture or through 

the door of death? Maybe you are dealing with the death of a loved one and you 

haven’t quite reached the place where you can see God’s hand in it. Maybe there 

is no peace in your heart about it. Come to Him and let Him help you with that 

today. 



        If the Lord has spoken to you on any level today, you need to come 

before Him and do what He wants you to do. He is here and He is ready to help, 

whatever the nature of the problem!  Seek the Lord for his help, he is here for us, 

just as he was for Joseph.   

HEAVENLY FATHER 

We bless you and We Love you Father. 

We lift up our hearts to you with great thankfulness 

for sending us our Savior Jesus. 

For teaching us how to forgive through his perfect example of love. 

Forgive us for the times when we have harbored anger and bitterness 

against those who have sinned against us. 

Give us the strength to find forgiveness in our hearts,  

to find healing and restoration,  

in our broken relationships with our brothers and sisters. 

Give us your Shalom Lord; your peace that transcends all earthly peace, 

Help us to live at peace, and to only find love in our hearts for our neighbor, 

So that we may experience your Love and Joy in everything that we do. 

May our loving actions be a witness to all those you send into our lives, 

So that we will bring you all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. 

AMEN 


